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1.
PREAMBLE

Despite the membership of CSSANZ criteria being made available and well publicised, the criteria requiring at least two years of post fellowship colorectal training has not been satisfied by several recent applicants.  Some of these applicants are currently working in Colorectal Units and indeed fulfil all the other criteria for membership.  This short paper outlines a recommended pathway for those potential CSSANZ members to satisfy membership criteria.

2.
RECOMMENDED PROBATIONARY TRAINING PROCESS FOR PRACTISING COLORECTAL SURGEONS TO OBTAIN MEMBERSHIP


2.1
Membership Criteria
The applicant should fulfil all the requirements apart from having a period of recognised training equivalent to two years viz.

· A commitment to and support Colorectal Surgery as a  specialty

· Majority of surgical practice is Colorectal Surgery >80%

· Hold a current hospital appointment as a Colorectal Surgeon in a Colorectal Unit

The application to be reviewed at the discretion of council, but in exceptional circumstances the Council may vary the requirements

2.2.
Period of Supervised Colorectal Experience
The applicant should over a period of three years conduct a comprehensive log book of his/her operative experience with at least 50% of the major procedures performed to be either as the primary surgeon or assisting with or assisted by another colorectal surgeon who is a CSSANZ member.  The log book should include at least 400 major cases in that three year period with a significant component at least 10% of these being major coloproctology cases eg. sphincter repair, advancement flap, perineal procedures for rectal prolapse.
2.3
Continuing Professional Development
The applicant in that three year period of probationary training should attend four (4) Colorectal Conferences (1 ASC, 1 CME, 1 overseas and 1 other).  The applicant should also have enrolled and completed at least two courses involving some aspects of colorectal surgery eg. endorectal ultrasound or advanced laparoscopic surgery and fulfilled the CPD requirements of FRACS.


2.4
Additional Experience
The applicant should spend a cumulative period of 90 days of the three year period, in a recognised colorectal centre, outside the hospital of appointment, to gain experience in a specific area of colorectal surgery eg. advanced laparoscopy.
2.5 
Supervision
The probationary period will be supervised by a designated CSSANZ member who provides a report to the Chair of the Membership Committee every 12 months.  

2.6
Research

The applicant should complete a research project, to a standard such that the work be either published in a peer review journal or presented as a podium or poster presentation at a national/international colorectal meeting, or as approved by the Membership Committee.
3.
RATIFICATION OF MEMBERSHIP

At the completion of the probationary period of training and having successfully fulfilled the above criteria, the applicant would be granted provisional membership of CSSANZ. The supervision of the probationary training period would be the responsibility of the Chair of the Membership Committee.
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